
 
TO: 2008 Associates’ and Bachelors’ Candidates (College of Agriculture and  
      Life Sciences) 

2008 Biochemistry (BIOC) Bachelors’ Candidates (College of Science)   
2008 Agricultural and Extension Education Bachelors’ Candidates 
     (College of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences) 

  Faculty in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences 
 
FROM: Mary A. Marchant, Associate Dean and Director 
 
RE: College of Agriculture and Life Sciences Undergraduate Commencement 

Schedule for 11:00 a.m., Saturday, May 10, 2008 
 
DATE:   April 3, 2008 
 
We have finalized the procedures for the 2008 College of Agriculture and Life Sciences 
Undergraduate Commencement.  Information in this memo includes a preliminary copy 
of the college Commencement Program, the procedures for the stage party and graduates, 
and a seating floor plan for Cassell Coliseum.  Each person involved in the exercise is 
expected to be familiar with these procedures so that the Commencement will go 
smoothly and without undue delay.   
 
For the graduating students, these instructions per tain only to the May or Summer 
2008 graduates. If you were a December 2007 graduate and participated in that 
Commencement exercise, or if you will be a Fall 2008 graduate and will participate in the 
December 2008 University Commencement, please ignore this notice as you should not 
participate in the May ceremony. 
 
SPECIAL NOTE TO THE GRADUATES Ð PLEASE SHARE THIS 
COMMENCEMENT INFORMATION WI TH YOUR PARENTS AND/OR 
RELATIVES ATTENDING 
 
All graduates participating in the academic procession and the commencement 
ceremonies must wear a cap and gown.  Regalia for students are now on sale at the 
on-campus and Volume II  Bookstores.  All graduates with distinction should reserve 
honor sashes when order ing regalia from the Bookstore.    
 
Some expected diplomas will be missing in spite of all our  effor ts.  This 
disappointment is caused by cases in which last minute grades, substitutions, and 
fiscal charges could not be processed in time. If this happens, donÕt despair . Contact 
the RegistrarÕs Office in the Student Services Building and work Òone-to-oneÓ to 
resolve the matter  so that you can receive your  diploma. 
 
Please feel free to contact your local newspaper if you would like to announce your 
graduation. 
 



For college faculty members, you are encouraged to attend all commencement 
exercises.  We invite you to take part in these celebrations, including the departmental 
receptions, and visit with graduates and their families. Faculty members that plan to 
march in the college processional in caps and gowns are asked to assemble in Room 220 
at the rear of Cassell by 10:40 a.m.  The department heads will represent their 
departments on stage.  



PROCEDURES FOR COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES 
Stage Party, Faculty, and AssociatesÕ and BachelorsÕ Candidates 

(College of Agriculture and Life Sciences) 
Biochemistry BachelorsÕ Candidates 

(College of Science) 
Agricultural and Extension Education BachelorsÕ Candidates 

(College of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences) 
 

Saturday, May 10, 2008, 11:00 a.m. 
Cassell Coliseum 

 
I. General 
 

A. The University commencement exercises will begin at 7:30 p.m. in 
Lane Stadium (in Cassell Coliseum in the event of rain) on Friday, 
May 9th.  See the following website for additional details.  
http://www.vt.edu/commencement 

 
` Details from the RegistrarÕs Office concerning graduation can be 

found at: 
  http://www.registrar.vt.edu/graduation/  
 

B.  The College of Agriculture and Life SciencesÕ Commencement 
Exercise will be held Saturday, May 10th and will begin promptly at 
11:00 a.m.  All candidates should ask their guests to be seated 
in Cassell Coliseum by 10:45 a.m. 

 
C. Each candidate can expect adequate seating for parents and 

guests, and no tickets are required for attendance. 
 

D. Each candidate will receive his/her diploma individually on stage. 
 

E.  All accounts at Virginia Tech must be settled (including parking 
tickets) before the candidate can receive a diploma. 

  
F. Cassell Coliseum will be available for seating by parents and 

guests only AFTER 10:15 a.m. because of the preceding College of 
Business ceremony.  Thus to assure a smooth transition of parents 
and guests in and out of Cassell Coliseum, all parents and guests 
are to enter Cassell Coliseum from the West Side, Spring Street, 
the side nearest the parking lot between McComas Hall and the 
Coliseum.  After the ceremony, all guests and graduates are to exit 
on the Tennis Court side of the Coliseum, the side opposite from 
where you entered the building.   NOTE:  CASSELL COLISEUM IS 
NOT AIR CONDITIONED, THUS PARENTS AND GUESTS 
SHOULD BE MADE AWARE OF THIS SITUATION. 



 
G. Chappell Graduation Images, Inc. will be at the ceremony to take a 

candid photograph of you as you receive your diploma. You will 
receive a free proof of this photo in the mail within 5 to 7 days 
following the ceremony.  You may place orders or obtain answers 
to questions at http://www.gradimages.com or 1-800-424-3686.  
Chappell will offer a no fee portrait sitting for graduates Thursday, 
May 8th from 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. in 1100 Torgersen Hall. 

 
H. If any graduates or those attending graduation need special 

assistance, please use the University webpage 
http://www.ssd.vt.edu and refer to the 2008 Commencement 
Information or call 540-231-3788 or TTY 540-231-1740.  If there are 
individuals who are non-ambulatory, they and their families are to 
use West Side, Spring Street entrance into the Merryman Athletic 
Center, follow the ramp to the left and into the Coliseum.  Proceed 
to the back of the Coliseum Floor for seating.  Wheelchairs will not 
be permitted to sit in the portal entrances into the Coliseum.  If 
questions, please contact Stephany Brown at sdbrown@vt.edu or 
540-231-6503.  
 

I. Parents and guests might like to sit in the Coliseum section that is 
close to where their son/daughter or relative that is graduating is 
seated.  Refer to the attached diagram to see where the different 
majors are seated on the Coliseum floor and plan to enter the portal 
number closest to that major and sit in that section.   As a guide, 
use the following portal entrances for the following majors. 

 
  Portals 6, 8, 10, 12 for majors in Human, Nutrition, Foods, and 

Exercise; and Agricultural Technology  
  Portals 7, 9, 11, 13 for majors in Agricultural and Applied 

Economics,  Agricultural and Extension Education, Animal and 
Poultry Sciences, Biochemistry, Crop and Soil Environmental 
Sciences, Dairy Science, Environmental Sciences, Food Science 
and Technology, and Horticulture 

 
II. Lining Up for the Procession 
 

A.  There will be a procession of the AssociatesÕ and BachelorsÕ 
candidates, faculty, and stage party. 

 
B. The stage party and the faculty will line up by 10:40 a.m. in the Room 

220, Back Basketball Practice Court.  Dean Quisenberry will lead the 
stage party down the left side of the Coliseum floor.  The stage party 
will proceed up the left stairway of the stage and be seated.  The 
faculty will follow the stage party and be seated in the first two rows of 



seats on the left of the Coliseum floor.  The Stage Party and faculty 
should enter Cassell through the small entrance door on the West 
Side, Spring Street, of Cassell Coliseum.  Signs will be posted.  (SEE 
DIAGRAM). 

 
C. AssociatesÕ and BachelorsÕ candidates will line up alphabetically by 

Department by 10:40 a.m. in the either Room 213 or 220 of Cassell, 
the back Basketball Practice Courts.   Graduates can enter Cassell 
Coliseum through the small entrance door on the West Side, Spring 
Street, of Cassell Coliseum.  Signs will be posted and ushers will be 
available to direct you to the appropriate basketball court.  A faculty 
member for each major, in cap and gown, will lead the procession. 

   
Candidates in HNFE and AT will assemble in Room 220   (SEE 
DIAGRAM) 
 
Candidates in AAEC, AEE, APSC, BCHM/BIOC, CSES, DASC, ENSC, 
FST, and HORT will assemble in Room 213.  (SEE DIAGRAM).  

 
III. Receiving Diplomas 
 

An usher will direct the candidates to the stage at the proper time.  For 
those candidates sitting on the right floor of the Coliseum, move to the 
side aisle and turn left to move towards the stage.  For those graduates 
sitting on the left floor of the Coliseum, move to the center aisle and go to 
the rear of the Coliseum, turn left and go around the back row of seats and 
turn left toward the stage.  An usher will be at the stage steps to assure 
that everyone is properly positioned in line to coincide with the reading of 
names.  Please hand the announcer the card with your name on it (this 
card will be given to you as you line up before entering the Coliseum). 
Please print your name in large letters and use phonetic spelling if 
necessary.  Candidates will receive their diplomas on stage, proceed 
across the stage, proceed up left side of the Coliseum floor and return to 
your seat (SEE DIAGRAM).  Ushers will direct the candidates back to 
their seats. 
 

IV. Recessional 
 
  In the closing remarks, Dean Quisenberry will request that all guests and 

candidates exit Cassell Coliseum to the Tennis Court side to aid in the 
flow of people in and out of Cassell Coliseum.  The audience and 
graduates should remain seated until the stage party and faculty recess. 
Dean Quisenberry will lead the stage party off the stage and up left side of 
the Coliseum floor back to Room 213.  Graduates will not recess. 

 
 



 
V. Departmental Receptions 
 

We encourage you and your guests to attend your departmentÕs reception. 
 
 

Department Graduation 
Receptions 

   

Department Date Time Location 
Agricultural & Applied Economics 10-May 8:45-10:30 am  310 Hutcheson 
Animal & Poultry Sciences 10-May 12:30-2:00 pm Lobby of Litton Reaves 
Agricultural Technology 10-May 12:30-2:00 pm 1810 Litton Reaves 
Biochemistry 10-May 9:00 am 223 Engel Hall 
Biological Systems Engineering  10-May 11:00 am-12:30 pm   Seitz Hall - Lobby 
Crop & Soil Environmental Sciences 10-May 9:00-10:30 am Smyth Hall Ð Ag Quad 
Dairy Science 10-May 1:00-2:30 pm Student Lounge Ð Litton Reaves 
Food, Science, & Technology 10-May 8:30-10:00 am  FST Foyer 
Horticulture 10-May 8:30-10:00 am Hahn Pavilion 
Human Nutrition, Foods, & Exercise 10-May 1:00-3:00 pm Wallace Atrium 
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PRELIMINARY PROGRAM Ð SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
 

 
PROCESSIONAL  
 
INVOCATION –   Dr. Mike Ellerbrock, Professor, Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics and 
 Director, Center for Economics Education 
 
WELCOME AND COMMENDATION - Dr. Sharron Quisenberry, Dean 
 
INTRODUCTION OF STAGE PARTY - Dr. Sharron Quisenberry 
 
COLLEGE ALUMNI ORGANIZATION Ð Ms. Marilyn Jarvis, President 
 
FACULTY TEACHING EXCELLENCE AWARDS - Dr. Mary Marchant, Associate Dean and Director 

of Academic Programs 
 
OUTSTANDING GRADUATING SENIOR IN THE COLLEGE - Dr. Mary Marchant 
 
 AWARDING OF BACHELORSÕ/ASSOCIATESÕ DIPLOMAS Ð Dr. Sharron Quisenberry 
 

Department Heads and Coordinating Counselors 
 

  Agricultural and Applied Economics 
 
  Agricultural and Extension Education (College of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences) 
 

Animal and Poultry Sciences  
 
Biochemistry (College of Agriculture and Life Sciences and College of Science) 
 
Crop and Soil Environmental Sciences    
   

  Dairy Science     
        
  Environmental Science    

 
  Food Science and Technology 
 

Horticulture        
     
  Human Nutrition, Foods, and Exercise      
       
  Agricultural Technology    
   
 
CLOSING REMARKS – Dr. Sharron Quisenberry 
 
RECESSIONAL (Stage Party and Faculty only) 

 
COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM 

College of Agr iculture and L ife Sciences 
Cassell Coliseum 

11:00 a.m., Saturday, May 10, 2008 
 



 
 
 
 

LINE UP ORDER AND PROCEDURE 
 
 
 
                                                                                                 
                                                                         To 

 
                                                         Coliseum 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
*Graduates line up in alphabetical order 
 
 
 

Cassell 213 
 

            AAEC* --- 

            AEE*------ 

          APSC*----- 

 BCHM/BIOC*---- 

 CSES*----- 

 DASC*---- 

 ENSC*---- 

 FST*----- 

          HORT*----- 

           

 

  

  

   

Cassell 220 
 

   ----Stage Party    

        ----Faculty 

                    ----HNFE* 

         ----AT* 

                       

 

 
 

 
L ine Up Procedure 



 

AAECÐ 3 
 
 

AEE Ð 1 

AGSC 
 
 
 

APSC - 6 

BCHM/  
BIOC Ð 5 

DASC -1 

 
 

HORT - 2 

 

 
 
 
HNFE - 
17 

AT Ð 3 

 
 


